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Dear Editor:

Firefighters are prepared to put their lives on the line everyday to protect ours. But they, and we, should not have to take unnecessary risks. Fire sprinklers are a proven way to control fires and protect lives, property and municipal resources. Sprinklers are now a familiar sight in schools, stores and hotels – but not at home, where we are at greatest risk of fire. I strongly support mandatory installation of fire sprinklers in new one- and two-family homes as called for in all model codes. I encourage our (city council/county council/state legislators) to adopt those codes.

Each year in the U.S., about 3,000 people, including firefighters, die in home fires. Many thousands more are scarred for life – through physical and emotional injury. The stories of fear, pain and recovery are difficult and inspiring, but they have something in common. Many deaths and injuries could have been prevented if sprinklers were in place. To hear some of these stories and to find out what you can do to encourage adoption of life-saving codes recommended by fire safety experts, visit www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/faces.  

Fires in newly constructed homes can spread quickly due to the amount of synthetic materials and lightweight construction now in use. Sprinklers are designed to react directly to very high heat caused by fire. The drain on water and other municipal resources that comes with fire department response can also be reduced with home fire sprinklers. A home sprinkler system is an affordable and effective way to minimize the risk of fire death, injury and property damage. 

Sincerely,

[NAME]
