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Dear Editor,

As a firefighter, I’m trained and willing to put my life on the line every day. But when proven fire suppressants are available and unused, fire service personnel and our citizens are put at unnecessary risk. I strongly support mandatory installation of fire sprinklers in new one- and two-family homes as called for in all model codes, and encourage our (city council/county council/state legislators) to adopt those codes.

Fires in newly constructed homes can spread quickly due to the amount of synthetic materials and lightweight construction now in use. For example, [INSERT OWN EXAMPLE] [OR USE THIS: a fellow officer in Loudoun County, Va., was forced into early retirement after he suffered severe burns while fighting a fire in a newer home. The fire spread quickly and trapped him with three other officers on the second floor. His injuries could have been prevented had the fire been contained with a residential sprinkler system.] Other personal stories involving preventable home fires can be found at www.firesprinklerinitiative.org/faces.

The drain on water and other municipal resources that comes with fire department response can also be reduced with home fire sprinklers. These sprinklers are zoned and react only in the spots where they sense extremely high heat. Typically, most fires are contained or extinguished with one sprinkler.

Please protect our citizens, our first responders and our community’s resources by approving a fire code that includes fire sprinklers in new homes.  

Sincerely

[Your name]
